
Parish Spotlight: The Church of St. Asaph
Every year, the Church of St. Asaph’s rallies together to provide food and 
volunteers for St. James School’s annual Thanksgiving feast. This year’s 
event was the best one yet thanks to all of their help in raising funds for our 
delicious food and providing smiling volunteers to serve and help clean up. 
St. Asaph’s, a long time partner and friend, is also busy buying Christmas 
gifts for all 63 of our students to be distributed before our Christmas break. 
From all of us here at St. James School, thank you for your support of our mission!

CHURCH INSIDER
UPDATES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR COMMUNITIES OF FAITH DECEMBER 2016 / JANUARY 2017

UPCOMING EVENTS
Call 215.226.1276 to RSVP

ACADEMIC CLINICS (TUTORING)
January 14 & 28 • 9am to 1:30pm (lunch is 
provided!)

COMMUNITY SERVICE DAYS
January 21 • 9am to 12pm

6TH ANNUAL ADVENT PARTY
Wednesday, December 21

MLK DAY OF SERVICE
Monday, January 16 • 9:30am-1:30pm

THANK YOU
Church of St. Alban, Roxborough

Collecting school supplies and volunteering 
at our Thanksgiving Feast

St. Peter’s Church in the Great Valley
Beautiful 
handmade 
hats and 
scarves 
for our 
new 
students 
and for 
collecting Christmas gifts for our students

The Episcopal Academy
Collecting Christmas gifts so our students 
can have a very merry Christmas

Church of the Ascension, Gaithersburg MD 
Collecting Christmas gifts for our students 
and shipping them to us from states away

Church of St. Jude and the Nativity
Collecting food for our students and their 
families to use over the week-long  
Christmas break

A COLONIAL CHRISTMAS EVENT BENEFIT
On Sunday December 18 the Philadelphia branch of the 
English-Speaking Union and the Society of the Sons of St. 
George joined St. James School to host the fifth annual 
Christmas benefit, this year titled A Colonial Christmas 
and held at Christ Church, Philadelphia. Raising needed 
funding for student scholarships, over 120 guests helped 
honor two amazing partners to St. James School, The 
Very Rev. Jarrett Kerbel, Rector of Church of St. Martin-
in-the-Fields and Rosalie Cooper, President, RAH Civic Association. After a beautiful 
Advent Lessons & Carols—featuring the choir of the Church of St. Martin-in-the-Fields 
and music director Erik Meyer—guests enjoyed a vibrant reception in the parish hall with 
delicious food sponsored by Di Bruno Bros. and wine tastings from Moore Brothers Wine 
Company. The event raised over $30,000 for St. James School student scholarships.



CHURCH INSIDER

The Church Remembers: 
Frances Joseph-Gaudet (1861-1934)
Born in a log cabin in Holmesville, 
Mississippi, Frances Joseph Gaudet was 
the daughter of a former slave. And yet, 
when she died she was able to leave 
behind a significant financial trust to 
carry on the work about which she was 
passionate: education for all people and reform of prisons. 
Gaudet was educated in New Orleans. Widowed at a young 
age, she devoted most of her life to her work of building a 
better society. She developed a nationwide reputation and 
earned much respect for her work in prison reform. Her 
vision was broad, leading her to attend the 1900 conference 
of the Women’s Christian Temperance Union in Edinburgh, 
Scotland. She purchased land and founded the Gaudet 
Normal and Industrial School, which eventually grew to 
encompass 105 acres. It served children at risk, also serving as 
a boarding school for the daughters and sons of working 
mothers. In 1921, Gaudet donated the school to the 
Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana. Though the school closed in 
1950, her legacy trust lives on, granting scholarships to 
children in need to this day.

WANT TO KNOW MORE? Call 215.226.1276
3217 W. Clearfield Street, Philadelphia PA 19132 • www.StJamesPhila.org

Located in the Allegheny West neighborhood, St. James School is a tuition-free Philadelphia middle school in the Episcopal tradition, committed to educating  
traditionally underresourced students in a nurturing environment. The school is a community that provides a challenging academic program and encourages 

the development of the moral, spiritual, intellectual, physical and creative gifts in its students.

ITEMS MOST URGENTLY NEEDED
TOILET PAPER 
(SINGLE PLY)
FOREVER STAMPS, 
ESPECIALLY STAMPS 
FEATURING AFRICAN-
AMERICAN NOTABLES
TYLENOL
IBUPROFEN
GARDENING GLOVES
BALES OF STRAW
CHICKEN FEED
CASES OF COPY 

PAPER
TISSUES
HAND SOAP
WOODEN #2 PENCILS
BINDER TAB 
DIVIDERS
GRANOLA BARS
CHEEZ-ITS
GOLDFISH CRACKERS
PAPER TOWELS
FEBREEZE

HAND SANITIZER
BENADRYL
SIZE M NON-LATEX 
GLOVES
HATS/SCARVES/
GLOVES/SOCKS AND 
OTHER WARM THINGS

“The function of education is to teach one to think intensively  
and to think critically. Intelligence plus character—that is  

the goal of true education.” Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

SCHEDULE A ST. JAMES SCHOOL VISIT!
Ready to learn more about us and how you can share our 

mission with others? Invite us to your church’s coffee hour or 
adult forum. We will speak about our history, mission, and 

how the parish can partner with us to break the cycle of 
poverty through education.  Contact Mary Chris Lindsay at 

mclindsay@stjamesphila.org or 215.226.1276  
to set up a future visit.

Sunday Service Returns to the Historic 
Church of St. James the Less
Beginning 1846—long before St. James School first opened its doors to its 
first 5th grade class—until 2006, the Church of St. James the Less had an 
active congregation filling its pews each week. What is now the St. James 
School House was the parish hall; the Community House, where some staff 
and faculty now reside, was the rectory. But since the opening of St. James 
School, the Church of St. James the Less has only been used one hour per 
week for an all-school Mass.
All that changed when the church opened its doors for its first Sunday service 
in years on October 9, 2016. Spearheaded by St. James School’s Chaplain 
The Reverend Andrew Kellner, the 5:00pm services every Sunday have been 
quite popular, bringing in an average of 25 people, including students, their 
families, and 
neighbors from 
Allegheny West. 
Directly following 
Mass, everyone is 
invited to share a 
homemade meal 
in the back of the 
church, which has 
been converted 
into a little cafe.


