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Parish Spotlight
Church of St. Jude and the Nativity and 
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church (Ardmore)
On March 19, members of St. Jude and the Nativity and St. 
Mary’s Church donated their time and energy to moving our 
garden beds and chicken coop to the west side of the St. 
James School campus. Thanks to their hard work, this 
gigantic task took only one day and created the space 
necessary to begin constructing our brand new recreation 
area. Our students will now have a full sized basketball 
court, as well as a space for 
other sports and games such 
as volleyball, tennis, four 
square, hopscotch and jump 
rope. We hope you can all 
come back and see the 
finished product soon.

Summer at St. James School
During the months of May and June, the teachers and staff at most schools 
are winding down, but here at St. James School we are gearing up for our 
summer programming. True to our mission of providing an extended 
school year, St. James students take part in mandatory summer camp 
during the first three weeks of July. 
Without summer enrichment, most students lose about two months of 
grade level equivalency in mathematical computation skills, and low-
income students lose more than two months in reading achievement. 
However, students lose more than academic knowledge, they gain weight 
more rapidly, become food insecure and spend most of their time in 
sedentary activity. All students deserve a summer filled with academic 
enrichment, fun, physical fitness, performing arts, nutritional support, and 
character development. St. James provides all of these things through our 
STEAM Academy where campers learn how to build a solar-powered lego 
car, and through City Camp where campers take part in games and 
team-building exercises. New this year is the opportunity for campers to 
travel to NorthBay Adventure Camp in Maryland where they will learn 
how their actions affect their environment through interactive instruction 
and also take part in team-building exercises.
As in all areas of our school, volunteers are critical to ensure the success of 
our summer programs. We are looking for volunteers from July 5 through 
July 15 to help in many different areas including serving as instructional 
assistants during STEAM Academy and City Camp, in the DiBruno Bros. 
Kitchen to help prepare and serve lunch, or in our school garden harvesting 
tomatoes or pulling weeds.
If you have any questions or want to learn more, please contact Nicole 
Green, Coordinator of Volunteer Outreach and Church Relations, at 
ngreen@stjamesphila.org.

SCHEDULE A ST. JAMES SCHOOL VISIT!
Ready to learn more about us and how you can share our mission 
with others? Invite us to your church’s coffee hour or adult forum. 
We will speak about our history, mission, and how the parish can 
partner with us to break the cycle of poverty through education.  
Contact Mary Chris Lindsay at mclindsay@stjamesphila.org or 

215.226.1276 to set up a future visit.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Contact Nicole Green ngreen@stjamesphila.org to RSVP

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION BBQ
WEEK OF JUNE 13 (MORE INFO TO COME)

LUNCH WITH STUDENTS
You’re invited for a freshly prepared meal and a tour of St. James School!

SUMMER VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
JULY 5 - 15
St. James School is already planning for our annual STEAM Summer Camp 
and City Camp programs, and we’re looking for volunteers! If you’re 
interested in getting involved or continuing your volunteer activities during 
the summer months, please contact Nicole Green, Volunteer Coordinator, at 
ngreen@stjamesphila.org.

THANK YOU
St. Thomas’ Church (Whitemarsh), St. Mary’s Church 
(Ardmore), Church of the Redeemer (Bryn Mawr), St. 
David’s Episcopal Church (Wayne) and Church of St. Asaph

For hosting St. James School faculty and staff to speak to 
parishioners about our school mission and ways to get involved

Len and Edna Haley and The Episcopal Academy
For their help in the relocation of the chicken coop and garden 
beds to prepare for the construction of a new recreation area for 
our students. For collecting much-needed items such as 
first-aid kits, paper products, and art supplies for our school in 
honor of their retirement. Congratulations, Len and Edna!

The Church Remembers Ugandan Martyrs (1886)
On June 3rd 1886, thirty-two 
young men, pages of the court of 
King Mwanga of Buganda (later 
known as Uganda), were burned to 
death at Namugongo for their 
refusal to renounce Christianity. In 
the following months many other 
Christians throughout the country 
died by spear or fire for their faith.
These martyrdoms totally changed the dynamic of Christian growth in 
Uganda. Introduced by a handful of Anglican and Roman missionaries 
after 1877, the Christian faith had been preached only to the immediate 
members of the court, by order of King Mutesa. His successor, Mwanga, 
became increasingly angry as he realized that the first converts put loyalty 
to Christ above the traditional loyalty to the king. Martyrdoms began in 
1885. Mwanga first forbade anyone to go near a Christian mission on pain 
of death, but finding himself unable to cool the ardor of the converts, 
resolved to wipe out Christianity.
The Namugongo martyrdoms produced a result entirely opposite to 
Mwanga’s intentions. The example of these martyrs, who walked to their 
deaths singing hymns and praying for their enemies, so inspired many of 
the bystanders that they began to seek instruction from the remaining 
Christians. Within a few years the original handful of converts had 
multiplied many times and spread far beyond the court. 
The martyrs had left the indelible impression that Christianity was truly 
African, not simply a white man’s religion. Most of the missionary work 
was carried out by Africans rather than by white missionaries, and 
Christianity spread steadily. Uganda now has the largest percentage of 
professed Christians of any nation in Africa.

WANT TO KNOW MORE? Contact Nicole Green 215.226.1276 or ngreen@stjamesphila.org
3217 W. Clearfield Street, Philadelphia PA 19132 • www.StJamesPhila.org

Located in the Allegheny West neighborhood, St. James School is a tuition-free Philadelphia middle school in the Episcopal tradition, committed to educating  
traditionally underresourced students in a nurturing environment. The school is a community that provides a challenging academic program and encourages 

the development of the moral, spiritual, intellectual, physical and creative gifts in its students.

MONDAY JUNE 6
The Union League of Philadelphia

7:00-9:00pm • VIP Reception 6pm

Sponsorship levels start at $1,500
Program book ads available

Make a donation

For more details and information, visit www.StJamesPhila.org 
or contact Caroline Ramsey at cramsey@stjamesphila.org

ITEMS MOST URGENTLY NEEDED
TOILET PAPER
FOREVER STAMPS

Especially stamps 
featuring African 
American notables

BALES OF STRAW
CHICKEN FEED

COPY PAPER
By the Case

TISSUES
HAND SOAP
PENCILS

Wooden #2

BINDER TAB 

DIVIDERS
SNACKS

Granola bars
Cheez-its
Goldfish crackers

PAPER TOWELS


